	DRAFT Minutes of the Little Hoole Parish Council Meeting 
Held at 7pm on Monday 13th July 2026, the Residents’ Lounge, Old Mill Court, Walmer Bridge
In attendance: Cllrs L Dryden (Chair), S Evald, D Owen, J Rainsbury and S Rainsbury. Mr P Cafferkey (Clerk & Responsible Financial Officer). 2 members of the public.
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1. Apologies for absence. Cllrs E Moore & T Wilcock.
2. To agree the minutes of the last Parish Council mtg. It was resolved that the minutes of the meeting held on 8th June 2026, be accepted as a true record and were agreed unanimously.
3. [bookmark: _Hlk116496559]To receive declarations of interest. Cllrs Dryden & Evald declared a pecuniary interest in item 8a.
4. Matters arising from the minutes of last meeting. Cllr Evald reported that Lancashire County Council had refused the Parish Council’s request for a triangular wildlife warning sign – item 23 of minutes 8th June 2026 refers.
5. Public Time - matters raised by members of the public. A member of the public raised the issue of poor parking on the corner of Dob Lane and Gill Lane. It was agreed the Parish Council would write to Lancashire County Council about the possibility of double yellow lines. It was noted that the hedge bordering the footpath of Little Hoole Primary School is due to be cut when the bird nesting season is over. It was also mentioned that the plants in the brick planters were looking a “bit worse for wear” due to the very hot weather. Cllr Evald reported that the tree wood carving had recently been completed on the Dob Lane Recreation Park by Andy Burgess; there was widespread agreement that it was an impressive work of art. A brass plaque for the carving has been ordered. At no cost to the Parish Council, Andy Burgess transformed an existing tree stump into a seat and he had also created four small seats from an offcut of the tree; these were donated to Little Hoole Primary School for their outdoor activity areas. 

6. Planning Applications. 
a) 07/2026/00405/CLD. 39 Tillage Close Walmer Bridge PR4 5BZ. Single storey rear extension.
b) 07/2026/00248/FUL. Land At Low Barn Pine Avenue Little Hoole PR4 5LB. Following demolition of existing dwelling & associated outbuildings, erection of 1no. replacement detached dwelling (self-build/custom build), 1no. detached garage, and associated infrastructure 

There were no objections to the above planning applications.


7. To approve the following transactions in the bank for June 2026.
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It was resolved that the above transactions be approved. It was noted, however, that in future more detail was required on the gardening invoices e.g. date of work and location.

8. Payments approved by email or pre-approved and retrospectively noted. It was resolved that the following payment be approved 
a) Payment due to Cllr Dryden for work done on 5th, 6th 13th, 15th, 27th 30th June. 14 hrs @ £25, + £1 misc. Total £351. Grass cutting, weed clearing, pruning, planting, strimming, watering, re The Wave Path, The Green, Community Garden, Flower Barrels. Cllrs Dryden & Evald were not allowed to vote on this item – see also item 3.
9. Payments for approval. 
a) Clerk’s claim for June 2026. It was resolved that the Clerk’s claim for June 2026 of 18.34 hours be approved.
b) Additional £100 (excl VAT) to Andrew Burgess (wood carver) for extra work, 4x log seats for Little Hoole Primary School, plus creation of log seat on park from tree stump. This no longer applied as the Wood Carver had kindly agreed no charge for this additional work.

10. Finance Report. The Clerk presented the Finance report. An opening bank balance as at 1 April 2026 of £54,563, a forecast closing bank balance as at 31 March 2027 of £36,181; this represents forecast net expenditure during the year 2026/27 of £18,382. It was resolved that the Finance Report be accepted.

11. Proposal for the Parish Council to fund regular mowing of “The Green”. This proposal was deferred pending Cllr J. Rainsbury (in his role as Borough Councillor) speaking to the Grounds Maintenance Section at South Ribble Borough Council. 

12. Proposal for the Parish Council to fund weeding and hedge cutting at entrance to Dob Lane Recreation Park. It was agreed that Cllr J. Rainsbury (in his role as Borough Councillor) would speak to the Grounds Maintenance Section at South Ribble Borough Council (SRBC) to see if they could undertake this work prior to the commencement of the Parish Council Summer activities; if SRBC could not undertake this work in time then it was resolved that Cllr Dryden would undertake the work. 

13. To approve revised Grants Policy. It was resolved that the revised Grants policy be approved.  

14. Summer Activities Programme – Update. 	 It was agreed that a revised quote from Bouncelona including more generators and more items of equipment was too expensive. Cllr Dryden explained that he was finding it difficult to independently source a compatible generator. 
15. Update re diversion of FP0707050 in relation to planning application 07/2024/0768/FUL. Cllr Dryden reported that he had spoken to SRBC Planning and they were awaiting a “Pathway Order”.
16. Update: re the replacement of the two bus shelters at the junction of Liverpool Old Road and Liverpool New Road (Star Garage) at a cost of £15,942 (excl VAT). Cllr Dryden reported that the two new bus stops had been ordered and are likely to be installed in early Sept. 

17. Pond at Old Mill Court-re Lilies. Cllr Evald reported that she is going to the pond once a month to clear around the fountain. To date there has been no further progress regarding the contractor replacing the lilies in the pond. 
18. Update re Memory Bench. Cllr L: Dryden reported that the memory bench is due for delivery. The approximate cost of the bench is £1,500 plus £800 for the materials and construction of the base for the bench. 
19. Update re Summer Planting. Due to the recent hot weather Cllr Dryden reported that he has been watering the plants. Due also to the hot weather, it was resolved that Cllr Dryden would replace some of the plants that had perished. 
20. Change of Date for the Sept 2026 Parish Council meeting. Due to the Clerk’s holiday commitment it was provisionally agreed that the next meeting would be held on the 7th Sept, rather than the scheduled 14th Sept. This would be subject to confirmation, pending verification that sufficient Councillors could attend on the 7th Sept. 
21. Information and Updates. This item is purposefully not recorded; it is to allow Councillors a short time to discuss any matters that might result in a future agenda item. No financial or legal decisions are made.
22. Correspondence. A member of the public had stated their intention to attend this meeting to ask about the absence of Electrical Vehicle Charging points in the village. The member of public did not attend. Cllr Dryden had researched this matter, and the information would be sent on to the member of public. 

23. Date & Time of Next Meeting. It was provisionally agreed that the next meeting is to be held on Mon 7th Sept 2026, 7pm in the Lounge at Old Mill Court. Cllrs J. and S. Rainsbury offered their apologies in advance.
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Date Payee £ Description

Current a/c

01-Jun-26Direct Debit (GOCARDLESS) 62.04Mthly email and website subs

08-Jun-26B/P to: Adam Watson 60.00Weeding & Planting

08-Jun-26B/P to: Martin Worthington 120.00Gardening 6th Jun

15-Jun-26B/P to: Employee 257.07Clerk Tax Mth 03 Pay

24-Jun-26B/P to: Sparkles 25.00Bus Shelters cleaned May

24-Jun-26B/P to: Sparkles 25.00Bus Shelters cleaned March

24-Jun-26B/P to: Martin Worthington 80.00Garden Mntnce May

24-Jun-26B/P to: Martin Worthington 210.00Gardening Jun

24-Jun-26B/P to: L T Dryden 60.00Refund Cllr Dryden Brown Bins

24-Jun-26B/P to: Martin Worthington 80.00Gardening addtl Jun

30-Jun-26Service Charge 7.00Monthly Bank Charge

Instant Access a/c

30-Jun-26Credit Interest -198.42Interest 


